
 
DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

128 Cherry Lane, Hicksville, New York 11801 
 

  

 

 
 

January 25, 2022 
Dear DRVC Community: 

 
We are aware of the recent court ruling declaring the Governor's mask mandate 

unconstitutional. Understandably, many parents wish to know whether the mask policy of 
the Diocese of Rockville Centre will be changed. 

 
In the ruling, the trial judge indicated that the purpose of the mask mandate was to 

keep students and staff safe but objected to the process in which the executive mandate was 
enacted because it bypassed the NYS Legislature. 

 
Last evening, after the trial judge issued his ruling, the NYS Department of Education 

which has authority over schools in New York State, including religious and independent private 
schools, directed that all schools, including our Catholic schools, "must continue to follow the 
mask rule," as the NYS Department will be filing an appeal. This appeal will automatically 
reinstate the mask mandate until the completion of further litigation. 

 
It is our understanding that we are still legally required to continue to follow the 

Governor's mask policy and require teachers, staff, students and visitors to wear masks 
inside our school buildings. We are aware that differences of legal opinion exist on the meaning 
of yesterday's developments, some of which conflict with the directive from the State Education 
Department. Unless this directive is successfully challenged, we remain legally obligated to 
abide by it. We will continue to monitor developments in this matter and update you 
accordingly. 

 
We understand the confusion created by these conflicting court rulings. Children who 

report to school for instruction will be required to wear their masks in school. 
 

We appreciate that these pandemic requirements have tried everyone's patience.  
We are hopeful, however, that as the COVID transmission numbers trend downward, these 
remaining COVID restrictions, including wearing masks, soon will be lifted. We are grateful for 
your understanding, support and cooperation with our health and safety protocols to ensure we 
continue providing in-person instruction in a safe and healthy environment. 

 
As one family united in Faith with Christ as our guide, we will continue to meet the 

challenges ahead and continue to provide the very best Catholic education to our children, our 
hope of tomorrow. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Karen Greve Milton 
Chief Executive Officer 
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